BASIC BLOODSTAIN PATTERN ANALYSIS
40-HOUR TRAINING
Information Technology Solutions

Topics

· History of Bloodstain Pattern Analysis
· Application of Physics and Mathematics to Bloodstain Pattern Analysis
· Effect of Target Surface on Stain Appearance
· Bloodstain Characteristics: Size, Shape, and Distribution of Stains
· Establishing Area of Convergence and Area of Origin of a Bloodstain Pattern
· Passive and Transfer Bloodstains and Patterns 
· Projected and Cast-off Bloodstains and Patterns
· Spatter Bloodstains and Patterns
· Altered Bloodstains and Patterns
· Medical Deaths
· Sequence of Bloodstains
· Chemical Enhancement of Bloodstains and Patterns
· Documentation Processes of Bloodstains and Patterns at the scene and in the Lab
· Bloodstain Sample Selection at the Scene and Laboratory
· Approaching a Bloodstain Case and Report Writing with Proper Terminology





This course will provide a basic and fundamental knowledge in the field of bloodstain pattern analysis and illustrate the scientific principles and practical applications of bloodstain pattern analysis to actual casework. The course of instruction is designed for crime scene technicians who respond to crime scenes on a regular basis. 

The 40-hour week-long course includes extensive laboratory work with blood that illustrates the concepts and fundamentals discussed during lectures. The students will become acquainted with the Academy of Forensic Science Standards Board Recommended Terminology. 

Along with extensive laboratory work, this course uses several case studies, worked by the instructor, to emphasis and illustrate the concepts and fundamentals discussed during lectures



August 31 – September 4, 2026
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Forensic Science Services Section
4801 145th Avenue North
Clearwater, Florida  33762



Instructor
Anna M. Cox, MFS



Anna M. Cox, MFS of Cox Forensic Consulting and Training, LLC has worked in the field of forensics for over 26 years. She began her career as a volunteer autopsy technician for the Hillsborough County Medical Examiner’s Office in January of 2000. In July of 2000, Anna was hired by the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office Forensic Science Section as a Forensic Science Specialist. She began her bloodstain pattern training in June 2001. Prior to leaving the sheriff’s office in June 2013 to start Cox Forensic Consulting and Training, Anna was the primary bloodstain pattern analyst at the sheriff’s office and was often requested by other agencies in the State of Florida to perform bloodstain pattern documentation and analysis under mutual aid. Anna also specializes in chemical enhancement of latent and blood patterns.

Anna has provided bloodstain pattern analysis and conclusions in over 270 violent crime and homicide cases in 5 states and in federal and military jurisdictions. She still responds to active crime scenes to assist agencies throughout the state of Florida with their investigations. She has testified over 150 times as an expert.  

Course Registration
Cost: $700.00 per student

Please contact Anna M. Cox for payment options at coxforensic@hotmail.com or (813) 732-4001

Tuition includes all relevant class materials; it does not include transportation, meals, or lodging



